Pax Christi 2009 Peace Award
Hans and Theresa Kohen:  nominated to receive the award posthumously by Winifred Flanegan because of their long commitment to work for peace.  The nomination was supported by Sue Scott and by James J.Coghlan of the Newman Association, Birmingham Circle.

Theresa and Hans were founder members of the British friends of Neve Shalom / Wahat al Salam, so it is quite fitting they should be remembered in this way. Theresa and Hans have supported Jewish – Chrisitian studies at the Ammerdown Centre, the International Mass at St. Catherine’s Church, Birmingham and the Jubilee Debt Campaigns. They managed to motivate many people they came in contact with and challenged people’s thinking on various issues. They provided financial aid to a family in the Philippines. In the 1980’s they arranged a trip to Hungary to learn about the situation of the Catholic Church in that country during the cold war years. Hans, who was of the Jewish faith, died in 1988 and Theresa, a Catholic, died in 2005; they are both remembered with considerable respect and affection.   

Marjorie and James Welch: nomination was supported by Pat Gaffney, Barbara Fanning and Mark James. As long standing members of Pax Christi, Marjorie and James have devoted their time and effort for more than 30 years to the work for peace and justice. In the 1970’s they created a Justice and Peace group in Twickenham to raise awareness of Nuclear Disarmament, an issue much to the fore at the time. In the 80’s they played their part in spreading the word of peace, particularly at parish level, addressing the question on how to engage parish clergy. They have been involved with the Catholic People’s Week movement and attending the annual conference of the National Justice and Peace Network at Swanwick. 
They have leant their personal support to Pax Christi's staff and volunteers over the years, encouraging the efforts of the office teams. Marjory and James have been an inspiration to many, in their persistence in the work of bringing peace, they have not given up, nor lost hope or perspective but persevered on their journey of life, in faith to the Gospel.      

Rachel Kane: nominated by Barbara Kentish, with support from Jane Grey, John Williams and Hilary Topp. As second-in-charge at Our Lady’s Convent High School R.E. department, Rachel has pursued peace issues for the last 8 to 10 years. The Sixth Form R.E. curriculum contains a Peace component and Rachel has used this to invite Pax Christi to the school on a number of occasions. 
She has championed ‘Make Poverty History’; has organised a mock UN debate at the school with Bruce Kent as chair; she has facilitated war correspondent Stephen Grey to speak on ‘The Nature of Modern Warfare’ and has introduced the work of ‘Justice not Vengeance’. Rachel has lead several trips to Russia to enhance international contacts and overall she has contributed to building a vibrant, caring and egalitarian community at the school. 
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