Message

It is a great honor to be sending my greeting to the annual service for Hiroshima and Nagasaki held in Coventry.
Hiroshima suffered the first atomic bombing in the history of humanity 64 years ago.  With that experience we began our unwavering appeal for nuclear weapons abolition and the realization of everlasting world peace.  Despite our efforts, vast arsenals of nuclear weapons remain in high states of readiness—deployed or easily available.  The danger of new proliferation and use of the nuclear weapon is intensifying.

Fortunately, the world is on the verge of a historical turning toward the abolition of nuclear weapons, symbolized by President Obama’s speech in Prague in which he called for a world without nuclear weapons and launched U.S.-Russian negotiations on a new Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty.
To strengthen this historic trend around the world, the City of Hiroshima, together with Mayors for Peace, which now has around 3,000 member cities worldwide, is promoting the 2020 Vision Campaign.  Determined to abolish nuclear weapons by 2020, we are urging the international community to adopt the Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol at the 2010 NPT Review Conference.  This Protocol calls for an immediate halt to all efforts, including by nuclear-weapon states, to obtain or deploy nuclear weapons, with a legal ban on all acquisition or use to follow by 2015.
As the recent global movements against cluster munitions and global warming show, each of us, each inhabitant of this planet, has a significant role to play in moving the world and determining the future of humankind.  That is why the annual service for Hiroshima and Nagasaki is of such great significance.  I hereby express my deepest respect for your activities.

I strongly believe that through the united efforts of the Obamajority, our new term for the great majority standing firmly behind President Obama’s call for a nuclear-weapon-free world, we can achieve our goal by the year 2020.  The City of Hiroshima is hopeful that you will continue to work with the Obamajority for the abolition of nuclear weapons and for genuine and lasting world peace.

In closing, please accept my best wishes for the success and for the continued good health and happiness of all participants.
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