Remembering Giovanni Scudiero
11 December 1946 – 14 June 2009


Giovanni was born in Sabaudia, Latina, Italy in 1946, the fifth child of a family of six.  In his early childhood the family moved to Torino where his schooling and early formation took place.  A gifted all rounder, an athlete, a musician, an animator and a hard-working student, Giovanni came into contact with the Consolata Missionary Fathers (whose founder came from Torino) and he was ordained in 1974. Most of his study in Theology and Philosophy took place in the United States and his first missionary appointment was to South Africa at the height of the apartheid system.  Unable to ‘keep quiet’, Giovanni was expelled from South Africa within a year and was appointed to Kenya where he served for several years. 
Returning to the United States for further study in the mid 1980s, Giovanni was then appointed first to Tanzania and then to London, to the Missionary Institute to teach Philosophy.  In the mid 1990s he became Dean of Studies, a role he held until 2003.  During this time he played a key role in establishing strong links with Middlesex University and in introducing a new MA programme in Applied Theology - Mission Peace and Justice. 
His involvement in peace-work in the UK began in the late 1980s when he joined with others in Catholic Peace Action in acts of nonviolent civil disobedience at the Ministry of Defence in London. He returned to Tanzania for one year between1980 – 90 and on his return worked for two years in a hostel for homeless men, a project of the Manna Society.  Between 1991–1998  Giovanni was an Executive Committee Member of the British section of Pax Christi during which time he played an important role in helping to develop the theology and spirituality of nonviolence and peace making. During this time he took full responsibility for the Pax Christi British sections’ IT needs and was Web Master from 2000 until the time of his death – always seeking out stories and news links that would  deepen the readers understanding of issues of security and injustice and bringing his creative eye to design and layout.   A colleague in Italy writes “we are now waiting for a new website and blog…www.paradise, from Giovanni’s new home”.
Never afraid of hard work, Giovanni offered practical support throughout the 1990s for the Pax Christi Youth Hostel which was set up each summer in London - from carrying bed frames to celebrating Mass for the international community to encouraging young people in their peacemaking – always with enormous vigour and energy. The same energy was applied moving Pax Christi from Manor House to Hendon in 1997 – acquiring furniture, carpets, shelving for the office and then putting most of this in place himself.
In addition to this he took part in the planning various Pax Christi International Assemblies: Assisi in 1995, London in 1997, New York in 2004 – bringing his organisational and facilitation skills to the service of the movement. Giovanni was elected to the Pax Christi International Executive Committee at the 2004 Triennial World Assembly in New York. He had a special interest in Nonviolent Social Change and in the development of peace theology and spirituality of nonviolence and peace-making. Giovanni joined a Pax Christi delegation to Israel and Palestine while on Sabbatical at the Tantur Ecumenical Institute in 2003 – experiences which gave him a passionate concern for the region. 

Returning to Italy in 2004, Giovanni became national coordinator of the Justice and Peace Commission of the Conference of Missionary Institutes in Italy and an active Council member of Pax Christi Italy. Speaking at his funeral a colleague suggested that while his address was in Milan, Giovanni really lived in his little Punto car, travelling from one meeting, one seminar to another – all in pursuit of peace and justice.  

During many years absence from Italy his family grew and he maintained close contacts – enjoying celebrating marriages and baptisms – and latterly funerals – of those whom he loved dearly. 

His life was a blessing to all who knew him. May he rest in the Peace of our Lord.  

Comments and tributes
Reaction from Patriarch Michel Sabbah, Jerusalem
“I received with great pain the news of the passing away of Fr Giovanni. He was so near to every one, to me too. I present my sincere condolences to all of you, to his relatives, and to his friends. This morning, 16 June, as I have received the notice of his death, just before saying Mass, I will offer the Mass for the repose of his soul. May God give him His eternal rest and keep in all of us the hope of the Resurrection. Michel Sabbah Patriarch Emeritus.”
Bishop Kevin Dowling, Vice President of Pax Christi International, Bishop of Rustenburg, South Africa

Dear friends and co-workers for peace,

I am deeply saddened at the death of Giovanni because we are all going to miss his presence, his insights, his wonderful sense of humour, his prophetic spirit, his passion for Pax Christi – and so much else.

 I also know and feel what a tremendous loss this will be for Pat and Pax

Christi UK and all at Pax Christi Italia. My deepest sympathies to them, and to the family of Giovanni.

I feel I have lost a kindred spirit and precious friend, but I also believe

that he will be interceding for us and the whole Pax Christi family with the

Lord whom he followed with such commitment. May he rest in peace, and may we all hold the memory of Giovanni in our hearts.

With warm regards and my wish for peace and healing for all of us at this

time,

From Fr Ezzio Roatino imc, Colombia

Thank you for the news about the our friend John going to the full meeting with  our friend and Lord, the Risen Jesus. Sad news and a hopeful news. He will continue to walk with us. I will be for ever grateful to John for having shared some  very challenging years in London and to have shared some days during the last October, during his illness. All he told me, his way of being, his facing life and death, the meeting with Bruce Kent and Valerie, all this  is alive in the depth of my heart. Thank you, Pat, to share with me and with other friends this happening, charged of memory and of future. In communion with our God who is the God of life and resurrection, in communion with John who will go with us to build up new paths of justice and peace. 

Former MIL Student Lise Barbeau, scsl , now working for Conference of Religious, Canada

I just cannot believe that Giovanni has left this world... I heard the news from Sr. Gisèle Turcot this evening…  We had joined in the chain of prayers for his recovery but it was not to be. I am very sorry and I know you will greatly miss him.

I count knowing him for two years as some of my greatest life privileges. Giovanni was extremely good to me when I was at the Missionary Institute. He was the one to push me to continue my M.A. and thanks to him, I am still enjoying working at the Canadian Religious Conference.  This would never have happened if I had not continued for a second year at the Institute.  This is very personal, and down to earth, but above all I enjoyed his wit, his sense of fun and most of all his commitment to peace.  

Jef Felix, Pax Christi International, Belgium

I feel very sad and cannot but carry the memory of Giovanni down into my deepest self, where I meet him again, in a new way as part of his and our God who he loved and served so effectively worldwide. Giovanni left the circle of our prayers... May he rest in peace and now pray for us. Thanks, Giovanni.

My praying condolences to his family, his spiritual family, and to Pat and

Pax Christi UK and Pax Christi Italia.

From Tavola per la Pace, Italy,  an umbrella organisation of peace/human rights groups.
Giovanni was a true builder of peace, indignant at every challenge to  human dignity. A wrong picture, a political choice, an attitude, a discriminatory speech ... Giovanni was attentive to the needs and suffering and dignity of his "brothers and sisters" For him, the dignity of the human person always demanded respect.

Thanks Giovanni, your testimony will illuminate our path towards a better world for everyone.

From Sr Bernie Roche, former MA student at the MIL

I was so very sorry to hear of Giovanni's death and what a loss it must be for 

you. He was such a special person- I don't think I have ever met someone who 

that inspiring. I have no doubt he is now in God's presence but he leaves such 

a hole behind him. I will be thinking of you and praying for you. May he rest 

in Christ's shalom. Much love

From John Harkin, Pax Christi Ireland

Have happy memories of his joy, vitality and his ’wicked’ sense of humour and laugh.  I remember someone telling me about a “fellowship of merry Christians” and I thought of him.  Giovanni was everything that the peace movement needed – that sense of love of life, the seriousness combined with a lightness of touch and the ability to take life’s serious issues seriously without ever taking himself too seriously.  I know that for you there will be so many memories of the times shared together, which will make your sadness greater.
Nan Saeki, former Pax Christi Exec member, Middlsborough , Justice & Peace Commission.

I feel so sad; he was the loveliest, funniest, warmest priest I have ever met in my life. The whole human race will miss him. 

Jo Siedlecka, Independent Catholic News 
I was so sorry to hear about Fr Giovanni. I loved being in his classes at Mill Hill. He was inspiring, kind and funny. 

