
Justpeace has reached its 30th birthday and to mark the
occasion we are reprinting an article from the very first issue.
’The Way of Nonviolence’, by Chris Arber, opened a series of case
histories.  Gandhi, teachers’ resistance in Nazi-occupied Norway,
Dolci and the Mafia, the Outspan boycott, Cesar Chavez in
California, and women’s suffrage, were among many stories told.

’Peace Classics’ offered readers anti-war wisdom from Erasmus,
Jägerstätter, A.A. Milne, Thomas Merton, Barbara Ward, and
others.  A regular column about radical history described such
movements as the Catholic Worker, the Young Christian
Workers, the Catholic Land Movement, and PAX. 

Justpeace was inspired by the American Catholic Worker.  We
wanted a newspaper that would reach beyond Pax Christi’s
membership to motivate Christians towards peacemaking.  Mass
circulation has never been achieved, but Justpeace has applied
Christian values to nuclear weapons, conscientious objection,
military expenditure, and all the issues in between.  We hoped to
alert campaigners to news they might have missed (’Archbishop
Hurley of Durban says South Africans should refuse to fight on the
borders’ The Times, 10.9.74) and to materials they could use.

Looking through early copies of Justpeace is like looking at old
photographs conveying the excitement and missionary
enthusiasm of our relatively young Pax Christi group.  1974 was
a significant and promising year.  In the summer we hosted an
invigorating international route in Sussex.  We moved from a
small office at 5 Caledonian Road, King’s Cross, into the former
social club at St Dominic’s Priory, north London.  The
possibilities were intoxicating: film shows for teachers, ’share-
a-skill’ sessions on press work and public speaking; we put our
spacious premises at the disposal of the peace movement for
meetings and overnight mattresses.

Reminiscence stimulates reflection: what has changed over those
30 years? ’Terrorism’ was alive and well in the 1970s, with the
’Baader-Meinhof gang’, the Munich Olympics when Palestinian
terrorists murdered Israeli athletes,  IRA bombs in Guildford and
Birmingham, and the Prevention of Terrorism Act.  In its first
issue Justpeace lamented the expansion of the nuclear club, and
30 years later we are still trying to enforce the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty.  The Cold War between East and West may
be over, but the greedy grip of the ’military-industrial complex’
has tightened over the entire globe.  Today only the list of
countries where wars and the abuse of human rights are
occurring is different.  The world is no less addicted to violence.

For signs of positive change we must look closer to home. Two
very productive seeds were sown in 1974.  In response to the
Pope’s Holy Year amnesty appeal for prisoners Pax Christi
established the first Prisoners’ Sunday, and this event, adopted
by welfare organisations, has endured.  The Campaign Against
Arms Trade, also begun with Pax Christi support, has disturbed
the arms dealers enough to provoke surveillance of CAAT’s
office and database.  Ethical decisions about diocesan and
religious investment now extend to the arms industry.

We do, I believe, now have a much more solid constituency of
Catholics throughout the country who are informed and active
on justice and peace issues.  Thirty years ago the national J &
P Commission was declared to be ’tired and aimless’ by Richard
Dowden, then its assistant secretary.  The network of diocesan
justice and peace commissions that has evolved since then,
collaborating with the specialised organisations (Cafod, CIIR,
Pax Christi, etc.) has made a significant difference.  

Finally, one can only admire the development of Pax Christi
itself from an unknown, marginalised group, dismissed by
decision-makers within the Church.  Today few informed
Catholics have not heard of Pax Christi.  Its influence outweighs
its numerical membership.  Ideas and enthusiasm are still
bubbling over, and we still long for real change, but we also
know there is no short cut, no substitute for persevering local
work - as described here by James and Marjorie Welch.  Pax
Christi’s future strength will lie in our willingness to live
according to the alternative values of its powerful message.

Valerie Flessati
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Justpeace at 30

Inspiration
We must allow our hearts and consciences to be the quiet
place where the unsearchable  riches of God’s word and the
compelling realities of our modern world confront each
other� in this way we begin to respond as disciples of the
One who is the Way, the Truth and the Life.
Bishop Thomas Gumbleton

Cover of the first issue of Justpeace



Pax Christi International - A day in the life of an NGO representative at the UN

1101 Solutions: The DIY Guide to Climate
Change. The Greenhouse Trust, 42-46 Bethel
Street, Norwich, Norfolk NR2 1NR

This is an excellent 84 page production full of
practical suggestions about what you can do
about climate change.  They range from No1
(checking energy efficiency when buying a
new home) to No 101 (adopting an American
as a correspondent to discuss climate issues).
There are plenty of references to useful
organisations and lots of cheerful/pointed
cartoons for non-copyright reproduction by
non-funded groups.  Booklet free.  Donations
welcome.

Soft Blows the Wind: On Foot to
Walsingham.  Jimmy Collins, Gracewing
Publishers, 2 Southern Avenue, Leominster,
Herefordshire HR6 OQF.  211pp and photos.
£9.69 include postage.

If your faith or hope are flagging get hold of
this short book.  It is the account of a
pilgrimage undertaken on retirement by that
very Pax Christi priest, Jimmy Collins.  He
starts at Upholland, his home for many years,
and through storms, blisters and sunshine
makes his way to the shrine of Our Lady at
Walsingham.  There are lots of practical
suggestions about routes and places to stay
for the benefit of anyone else thinking of
making their own journey.  There are plenty
of anecdotes and interesting slices of history.
Fr Collins, still going strong, is an inspiration.

Rethinking War and Peace. Diana Francis,
Pluto Press 2004.  177pp.  £11.99 paperback

Martin Bell calls this book ’ timely and
necessary’; and says that it ’explodes the myth
of war’s inevitability’.  He is quite right.  Diana
Francis is already known to many of us
through the Society of Friends and the

Fellowship of Reconciliation.  Now she has
given us this easy-to-read but full of
information guide to the abolition of war.
Plenty of references, lots of good quotations
and no shortage of suggestions for action.
’History’ she says, ’is not just what happens to
people but what they do and what they
create’.  This is a book for those willing to
change history as well as watch it.

Bruce Kent

From the Pax Christi office
Week of Prayer for World Peace - prayer
leaflet.  .60p each

The Promise of Peace: A Pax Christi
Anthology for Advent and Christmas (1998)
Price 4.00 plus postage.  On  themes Watching
and Waiting, Making Room for Christ, God’s
Option for the Poor, The Promise of Peace,
Reconciliation, Conversion to Nonviolence.

Peacemaking Resources

Many years ago I took my first trip to the United Nations as a
member of my high school’s foreign language club.  As a 14 year
old, wide-eyed, impressionable young woman this moment
became a spiritual experience for me. The display of the world
in such tangible terms, photos and people in their native dress
opened a completely new reality for me.  It was a day I would
remember for the rest of my life.

Two years ago when the opportunity came to be a member of
the Pax Christi five-member delegation team at the UN I was
both thrilled and overwhelmed at the possibilities. The NGOs
(Non-Governmental Organizations) represent civil society
through grass roots, non-profit organizations like Pax Christi
International. 

Of the approximately 3,000 documented NGOs there are 1,500
that have �consultative status� at the UN, Pax Christi
International is one.  As a result of the hard work and
dedication of the past representatives we have a formidable
reputation and have been called on to give written or verbal
comments on various topics to government officials of member
States.  

Every Thursday from October until June there is an NGO
briefing held at the UN Headquarters in New York City.  I attend
these meetings with the other Pax Christi delegates whenever
my schedule allows.  At each meeting one important issue, such
as world hunger, environment, health or disarmament is
highlighted.  Speakers at the briefing are Senior UN system
affiliates, Member State delegates and NGOs with expertise in
the particular issue being discussed.  Attending these meetings
is only one part of my role as a volunteer

I joined the NGO Committee on HIV/AIDS last year.  The
objective of the Committee is to obtain accurate and timely
information about this issue, to educate and mobilize members
and to give testimony to the consequences of their efforts.
Delegate’s  draw attention to issues, suggest ideas and
programmes, disseminate information and mobilize public
opinion in support of the UN and its specialized agencies.

I realized that there are many misconceptions about the UN;
it’s role and responsibilities in the world and especially about
its successes.  Particularly in the United States and perhaps in
many other parts of the world the UN does not get the publicity
it deserves.  The media is quick to give it negative press when
it is �failing� but rarely recognized for the positive role it has
played.  One of my goals was to write and publish articles
about the UN within the Pax Christi family.  

Every year in early September a conference is held in NYC.  NGOs
from almost all 191 member Sates attend. The theme of the 57th
annual DPI/NGO Conference is the �Millennium Development
Goals: Civil Society Takes Action.�.   NGOs  publicize and report
about the main themes discussed at this Conference. 

Representing Pax Christi International is a great honour and
responsibility.  At first I was overwhelmed by the task. I prayed
for wisdom and confidence. 50 years ago when I first touched
that international territory in the heart of NYC I knew I was
spiritually and emotionally moved.  Every time I return I feel
that same earth under my feet, I see the flags of 191 countries
standing together and when I present my NGO Delegate ID tag I
know I am answering God’s call to serve and to live Jesus’
message of peace.  

Madeline C. Labriola, Pax Christi International NGO Delegate to the UN

For more information about the UN: www.un.org or NGOs:
www.un.org/dpi/ngosection
To contact Madeline Labriola e-mail: mlabriola@mac.com

Madeline, centre, with Pax Christi members outside UN building



2 October (Sat) Greenham Common, Newbury
Afternoon of remembrance and thanksgiving for
Philip Berrigan with guest speaker Frida
Berrigan.  Greenham Common Commemorative
Site, from 2.00 pm.  Contact office for more
information or look at our website.

9 October (Sat) Coventry
Operation Noah: the Rainbow Pilgrimage - day
on climate change organised by Christian
Ecology Link.  Conference in Methodist Central
Hall, Bull Yard 9.45, procession, and service
2.30pm in Coventry Cathedral.  Details: CEL, 3
Bond Street, Lancaster LA1 3ER www.christian-
ecology.org.uk/noah

9-16 October (Sat-Sat) Coventry
Pax Christi Icon ’Christ our Reconciliation’ will
be in the Chapel of Unity, Coventry Cathedral. 
Services of Peace and Reconciliation Oct 9th
and Oct 11th-16th at 1.05 each day and other
special events.  Details/offers of help: Ann Farr
02476 679398  email: ann.farr@lineone.net

16 October (Sat) Oxford
Human Rights and the Image of God.  One day
conference sponsored by the Justice & Peace
Commission of the Dominican Province.
Speakers include Tina Beattie, Roger Ruston
and Ian Linden.  Venue: Blackfriars, Oxford.
RSVP secretary@blackfriars.ox.ac.uk

17-24 October
Week of Prayer for World Peace

17-22 October (Sun-Fri) London
The Icon will be at St Ethelburga’s Centre for
Reconciliation, 78 Bishopsgate.  Outline of
programme below.  Further Details from Pax
Christi.

17 October (Sun)
Service of blessing and dedication to peace 6 pm
led by the Rt Revd Richard Chartres, Anglican
Bishop of London, with Russian Orthodox Bishop
Basil of Sergievo, Diocese of Sourozh, Rt Rev
Anthony Maggs, Abbot Primate of the Canons
Regular of St Augustine, and the choir of the
Serbian Orthodox Church.

18 to 22 October (Mon-Fri)
City Space - quiet reflection and prayer every
lunchtime 1.10-1.50 pm.  Led by Mildred Neville,
member of the London Centre of Spirituality, with
Fr Tom Cullinan and Fergal McLoughlin. 

19 October (Tues)
Meditation workshop 6 - 8 pm led by Fergal
McLoughlin, Christian Meditation Ireland National
Coordinator.

20 October (Wed)
5.45 - 8 pm - Signs of Hope in the Middle East:
Peace building projects in Israel/ Palestine.
Speakers: Jonathan Gorsky, Council of Christians
and Jews, Angela O’Donoghue, Ecumenical
Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and
Israel, and Dawud Price, Islamic Relief.

21 October (Thurs)
Middle Eastern Harmonies: a Concert for Peace. 7-9 pm

23 October (Sat) Cambridge
’Valuing the Past: Building for the Future’ - Day
conference to celebrate the 90th anniversary of
the Fellowship of Reconciliation.  Lectures on the
origins of the FoR, and on reconciliation today,
plus exhibition.  Emmanuel URC Church in the
centre of Cambridge.  Tel: 01832 720257 or email
office@for.org.uk

24 October (Sun) - 23 November (Tue) Chichester
The Pax Christi Icon will be on display in
Chichester Cathedral.

26 October (Tue) Abingdon
Talk on the work of the Centre of the Study of
Forgiveness and Reconciliation by Dr Andrew
Rigby, Professor of Peace Studies at Coventry
University.  Venue, Northcourt  Centre, Abingdon.
Contact Anne Dodd 1235 525997

26 October (Tue) Penarth
Public meeting on the theme � Building Bridges
not Walls - Peace Projects in Israel/Palestine�
with guest speaker Pat Gaffney, Pax Christi.
Albert Road Methodist Church and Community
Centre, Albert Road, Penarth.  Doors open at 7.00
pm for 7.15 start. 

30 0ctober (Sat) London
Concert for Peace conducted by Sir Charles
Mackerras with the MANA Chamber Orchestra.
7.30 pm St James’s Church, Piccadilly.  Tickets
from MANA: 0208 455 1030

8th November (Mon) Worth Abbey
Evening meeting with Eliyahu McLean, Seeker
after Peace, at Worth Abbey, near Crawley, W
Sussex.  Multi-faith event, to learn about peace
making in Israel/Palestine.  Contact Paul
Fleetwood 01342 710331

10th November (Wed) Leeds
Evening meeting with Matt Robson, returned
volunteer with Ecumenical Accompaniment
Programme in Israel and Palestine (EAPPI) at the
Cathedral Parish Centre, Leeds  at 7.30.
Organised by Pax Christi and InterChurch Peace,
Leeds.

13 November (Sat) Croydon
�Bridges not Walls�, seminar on Israel/Palestine
with Pat Gaffney, Pax Christi and Pat Price Tomes,
returned volunteer with EAPPI.  Parish Hall, St
Mary’s, Wellesley Road, West Croydon from 10.30
am - 1.30 pm. Organised by St Mary’s J&P group.
Contact Bernie Roche RSM 0208 688 8406

Looking back at our experience of Pax
Christi over the last 28 years, what do
we see?  The earliest memory: 1976 -
Bruce Kent speaking in our church (St.
Margaret’s, Twickenham).  This led to
membership and brought a peace
dimension into an already existing parish
J & P group.   Memories merge:  Peace
Sundays with many lay-led services,
Quaker posters on the church walls,
collections (of course!) for Pax Christi.
The film Five Minutes to Midnight
brought by people from Hounslow, with
whom we were involved in the diocesan
J & P commission from its beginning.

And there were the peace marches - we
always started off behind the Pax Christi
banner, but we tended to drift.   Once
we ended up walking with the
Mennonites and helping to carry their
banner;  on another occasion we found
ourselves beside Bishop Victor Guazzelli,
not with the VIPs but surrounded by his
own East London people.

Moving to Steyning, West Sussex, in 1986,
we at once found and were welcomed by
the local peace group including humanists,
who accepted us as sharing the same
values.  The group produced an excellent
newsletter, had a monthly stall in the High
Street with handouts, petitions and
badges, sold white poppies in November,
and held an annual vigil for Hiroshima,

We went in a coach to Aldermaston, and
some members always went to the London
demonstrations.  The group folded up in
the end, but we still have the Hiroshima
vigil and a Christmas party.

We started a parish J & P group in 1990,
with a strong peace dimension.   In both
parishes we have been lucky with our
clergy, all of whom have happily agreed to
support Peace Sunday, and to encourage -
and sometimes attend - lay-led services.
At the Worthing protest before the Iraq
war our photograph was in the local
paper.   The group puts on a video/supper
once a year - the most recent, on war and
the arms trade, attracted people from
several local churches and finished with
an excellent discussion.

What have we learned over the years?
Do not be discouraged - there will always
be moments of despair or
disillusionment, but we are not on our
own.   Do not be afraid - the person you
are afraid of approaching may even come
to meet you half-way; you will always
have cold feet when you organise an
event - but people will come!

The thought of giving up has never
actually entered our heads.  What better
thing could we be doing ?  We have been
kept going by the inspiration of many
people - Pax Christi members, people

met at Catholic People’s Weeks and the
annual J & P conference, the example of
those who do far more than we have
ever done, or could do.  Above all, the
conviction that somehow we have to get
across the idea that war is always
unacceptable, and that peace is possible
if people want it enough.

Marjorie and James Welch

Celebrating Peacemaking  -  28 years and still going strong!

Diary

Marjorie and James at Iraq war demonstration




