
By Dr Harry Hagopian, LL.D, KOG-KSL

Justice without might is helpless, might without justice is tyrannical

Blaise Pascal, in Pensées (Section V: Justice and the Reason of Effects),
1660

Does a haunting sense of déjà-vu not spring into mind as we witness the
dying embers of 2003 fade away from both our memories and
calendars? Are we perhaps not tempted to add, plus ça change, plus
c’est la même chose? Is this aphorism not an apt summary of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict today, much as it was in December 2002? Are
doom and gloom still not the buzzwords, and is it not true that peace
and harmony have not transposed the blood and gore from both sides?

Two short months ago, Christianity world-wide celebrated another
Christmas Day. And once this event has been stripped of its ever-
spacious commercial and social dimensions, it remains in its essence a
holy day that celebrates the nativity of Jesus the Christ in Bethlehem.
This reborn baby, our Saviour and Redeemer, brought with him a potent
message of hope.

But what hope for the Holy Land, one might well scream? Just look at
the facts on the ground! Israelis and Palestinians are still killing and
maiming each other with undisguised and vengeful gusto whilst also
being fearful and hateful of each other! Israelis hold the mistaken
belief that they can regain security by subduing another people through
gargantuan and brutal force, whilst Palestinians hold the equally
mistaken belief that they can reclaim their land and freedom through
criminal and indiscriminate suicide bombs. As HB Michel Sabbah, Latin
Patriarch of Jerusalem and President of Pax Christi International, re-
iterated in his Christmas Message and Homily in Bethlehem on 24
December 2003, it is the common and inevitable vocation of Israelis
and Palestinians - Jews, Christians and Muslims alike - to live together
on this small parcel of land. However he added, it is only possible to
re-discover peace if Israel acknowledges that the nub of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict is its occupation of Palestinian land.

Anyone who has lived in the Holy Land, or even briefly visited this
small but hallowed space, would acknowledge that the conflict is
subjecting scores of Palestinian and Israeli children, women and men to
homicidal and inhumane tempers. Sad really: for just as it is not easy
to be killed, it is not easy to kill either! And yet, killing and being
killed are exercised in the name of ... what? Alas, in the final analysis,
they are being exercised to sate Israeli political designs for retaining
Palestinian lands. Wholesale injustices, traumas and indignities, as
much as segregation and humiliation, are being heaped upon a
Palestinian people whose ‘sin’ lies in its unerring wish to become free
and join the comity of nations. The separation wall being built by Israel
despite international legal challenges and worldwide protests
exemplifies this ‘grab mentality’.

This is why Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s increasingly vocal
statements putting Palestinians on notice concern me. ‘Either accept
my plans, or else I will go it alone’ seems to be his message today! In a
nutshell, this apparent Israeli strategy of hitnatkut (cutting ourselves
off in Hebrew) implies that much of the West Bank areas currently

under occupation will become de facto a part of Israel, and Palestinians
will be broken into shrunken, shrivelled and isolated enclaves. Israeli
settlers from those enclaves would then be removed and relocated to
the myriad settlements that would dot Palestinian land. In fact,
settlement blocs such as Karney Shomron, Elkana, Ariel, Kedumim,
Ma’aleh Adumim, Kiryat Arba’, the Modi’in road area and parts of the
Jordan Valley would also ostensibly remain with Israel. The separation
wall snaking its way across the West Bank and Jerusalem would only
facilitate this delineation. Given that the Palestinian leadership remains
pitifully divided over their political choices, let alone over the
unmapped road to peace, Israel would simply execute its plan without
serious contest. In doing so, it would also avoid any future binational or
two-state solution whilst ‘annexing’ unilaterally much of the West
Bank! This strategy would emasculate the Palestinians further, and
place their fundamental freedoms and rights, let alone their territorial
contiguity at the mercy of a merciless Israeli army. 

Would this unsophisticated but diabolical plan work in 2004? Is it
conceivable that Palestinians would end up at best with no more than
15% of the original Palestinian lands they peopled before 1948? Is it also
conceivable that the Israeli leadership in power today would succeed in
marketing this plan that promises ‘peace’ and ‘security’ without
‘negotiations’?  In short, is peace without the other side a frightening
possibility or does it remain a political oxymoron?

As the world settles into 2004 and meets its diverse challenges, it
behoves peacemakers to think about the wisdom of an adventuresome
Israeli strategy that has gone rampant. Is it not high time to re-define
the benchmarks of this conflict?

Dr Hagopian is Ecumenical, Legal & Political Consultant, Armenian
Apostolic Church Former Executive Secretary, Jerusalem Inter-Church
Committee Making Peace
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New Year, Old Conflict!

Checkpoint on the Bethlehem Road

They have misled my people by saying "Peace",
when there is no peace (Ezek 13:10 & Jer 6:14)



Pax Christi International – Interventions at the UN Commission of Human Rights

New Video "War No More" from the Movement for the Abolition of War,
a 14 minute educational and campaigning resource. The message is:
Wars are not inevitable. We can take the steps needed to resolve
conflict in other ways. With contributions from Martin Bell, Bruce Kent,
Kierra Box, Caroline Lucas MEP, Professor Sir Joseph Rotblat, Phil Shiner,
Jon Snow, Tahrir Swift and Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Comes with
photocopier-friendly printed discussion outlines and a list of available
resources. The price of the video and booklet (inc p&p) is £8.

For orders of 5 or more the price is £7. To order send a cheque made
out to MAW to: MAW, 11 Venetia Road, London N4 1EJ. 020 8347 6162
(fax).

Israel/Palestine

Forcing God’s Hand: Why Millions Pray for a Quick Rapture.
By Grace Halsell.  This is an excellent 125 page book.  Its aim is to
explain why the Christian Right in the USA so uncritically supports the
policies of the State of Israel.  In God’s plan, according to these
people, the Palestinians simply do not count.  If any one would like a
two week loan of my copy please send me an A4 envelope with £1.10
stamps.  If you want your own copy contact the publisher.  Bruce Kent
,11 Venetia Road, London N4 1EJ (Publisher Crossroads International,
PO Box 42058, Washington DC 20015.  ISBN 0-9674013-1-3) 

Security or Segregation: Humanitarian Consequences of Israel’s Wall

of Separation. Eva Balslev and Sune Segal, World Council of Churches.
Based on the first-hand experiences of "Ecumenical Accompaniers" to
Israel and Palestine during 2002.  £2.00

Obstacles to Peace: A Critical Tour of the Jerusalem/West Bank
Interface. An excellent description and analysis of  the reoccupation
of the West Bank since March 2002.  By Jeff Halper, Israeli Committee
Against House Demolitions and Michael Younan, Palestine Mapping
Centre.  £7.00

All available from the Pax Christi Office.  Please add 20% p&p

Useful Websites 

www.btselem.org
Israeli information centre for human rights in the occupied territories.

www.piccr.org
Palestinian Independent Commission for Citizen’s Rights.

www.wcc-coe.org/Palestine
Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Israel and Palestine

www.christianaid.org.uk
Christian Aid

www.Islamic-relief.org.uk
Islamic Relief UK

Peacemaking Resources

One of the important roles played by the International Secretariat is
the coordination and presentation of interventions at the UN
Commission on Human Rights.  During the February session two
interventions were made. Here we offer a précis of the background and
action points here

Peace and Reconciliation in the Great Lakes Region of Africa.

The origins of the conflict in the Great Lakes region go back to pre-
colonial and colonial periods.  They have resulted in the deaths of
thousands of people, atrocities and widespread sexual violence,
violation of human rights and massive migration.  There are some
common elements that are factors in the worsening situation in the
region.

• The lack of democracy and of democratic institutions;

• The lack of respect of agreements and of international law;

• The desire for natural resources and their plundering by  a politico-
military elite;

• The absence of national armies capable of ensuring the safety of the
populace

• The proliferation and illicit trade in small arms

• The reinforcement of a culture of identity-related violence

In its Resolution Pax Christi International has appealed to the UN to

• Put in place common cross-border structures to maintain border
security and to eradicate the illicit trade in small arms;

• Support action to demobilise child soldiers and ensure their
integration into society

• Give greater attention to the numerous acts of violence perpetrated
against women

• Seek solutions for putting an end to the illicit trade in diamonds,
coltan and other natural resources, a trade that feeds the conflicts in
the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo

• Create an International Criminal Tribunal for the Great Lakes.  

The Status of Palestinian Citizens in Israel.

There are currently 250,000 Palestinian citizens in Israel, descendants
of those who did not leave during the time of the establishment of the
state of Israel.  The majority are Sunni Muslims; about 10% are
Christian and 10% are members of the Druze community.  The Bedouin,
Sunni Muslims, account for 12% of Palestinians in Israel.  They
experience inequality under the law as well as social and economic
discrimination.  The ‘Law of Return’ for example grants every Jewish
person automatic Israeli citizenship.  Palestinians refugees and stateless
persons who have lived on the land for generations are denied this
right.  Economic resources are unequally distributed.  Palestinian towns
in Israel receive only a fraction of government funds for the
maintenance and infrastructure. There is an active policy of under-
development in the case of "unrecognised villages".  About 100,000
people live in such villages, mostly in the Negev and in the North.
Officially they do not exist   which means that they are denied the
most basic services such as, sanitation, electricity etc.

Pax Christi International calls on the international community and the
UN Commission to intensify efforts to bring all parties to a just and
sustainable solution of the present conflict that ensures the security
and fundamental rights of all inhabitants in the region.

Pax Christi urges the State of Israel to:

• Appoint an independent commission to investigate and make
recommendations concerning the legal status of Palestinian citizens in
Israel to end any inequalities that exist in respect  to the said group;

• Take clear and decisive action to ensure and protect the political,
economic, social and cultural rights of Palestinian citizens and of all
persons that reside within its borders;

• Take measures to provide the infrastructure and basic services that
are necessary to the health, safety and overall well-being of
Palestinian citizens in Israel

Copies of the full Resolutions available from the office or on
www.paxchristi.net



16 March (Tues) Beckenham
‘Peace in our Hearts’ – third in a Lent course
on the Science of Peace.  8 pm St Edmund’s
Hall, Village Way, Beckenham.  Details: Fr
Ashley Beck, 020 8650 4117 email:
ashleybeck88@hotmail.com

20 March (Sat) London
Global Day of Action against war and
occupation of Iraq.  Organised by Stop the War
Coalition.  March from Hyde Park at 12.00
noon.  Gathering for faith groups - North East
corner of Trafalgar Square 10.30 - 11.30
(Quakers and Pax Christi supporting).  Stop the
War contact 020 7623 or www.stopwar.org.uk

21 March (Sun) Osterley
Pax Christi day of prayer, reflection and Mass
on the theme ‘Christ our Reconciliation’.  Led
by Fr Michael Barrow SJ and Sr Annie Bromham
IBVM.  Venue: Campion House, Osterley, Middx.
From 10.00 – 16.00.  Donation on the day.
Please book via Pax Christi office.

23 March (Tues) Beckenham
‘The Saints of Peace’ – Lent course, details see above.

25 March (Thurs) London
‘The Holy Land: what is happening there
today?’  Talk about her recent visit, and
discussion led by Pat Gaffney. 19.30 at St
Mellitus Church Hall, Tollington Park, N4. 

26-28 March 2004 (Fri-Sun) 
Worth Abbey, Sussex
‘The Road to Jerusalem’ - Peace and Justice
weekend retreat with Fr Paul Fleetwood and
Fiona Reader.  Details from the Bookings

Secretary, Worth Abbey, Paddockhurst Road,
Turners Hill, Crawley RH10 4SB  Tel: 01342
710318  email: spirituality@worth.org.uk

27 March (Sat) London
World Disarmament Campaign conference.
Speakers: Dr Frank Barnaby on ‘Nuclear
Disarmament Prospects’ and Rt Hon Michael
Meacher: ‘The Global Environmental Crisis and
Prospects for World Peace’.  10.30 - 16.30
Bloomsbury Baptist Church.  Book in advance
with: Brian Cooper, WDC, PO Box 28209,
Edinburgh EH9 1ZR

30 March (Tue) London
Open meeting of the Council for Christian
Approaches to Defence and Disarmament,
Jerusalem Chamber, Westminster Abbey, 18.30.
Rt Rev Richard Harries on "Recent
Interpretations of the Just War Criteria".  All
welcome.  Refreshments from 17.45.  
RSVP to 01603 279939

4h April (Sunday) Liverpool
Confronting the Arms Trade Power.  Time of
prayer and reflection at BAE Systems, Warton,
Lancs.  Meet at main gate at 5.00pm.  Further
details from 0151 263 5623 or 01772 633140

9-12 April (Fri-Mon)
London to Aldermaston Easter March: ‘Stop the
next generation of weapons of mass
destruction!’.  Organised by Aldermaston
Women’s Peace Camp and CND.  Details: 07761
212870  or email: info@aldermaston2004.net

24 April (Sat) London
Seminar at the London Mennonite Centre:
‘Challenging our Response to International
Conflict’ with Canon Paul Oestreicher and
Deanna Douglas.  Pragmatic implications of
pacifist belief; Update of Israel/Palestine;
Environmental impact of armed conflict.

Further information:
crosscurrents@menno.org.uk or 020 8340 8775.
Please book at least 5 days in advance. Cost
£20 (£10 unwaged), lunch provided.

15 May (Sat) London
Annual ceremony to mark International
Conscientious Objectors Day.  12 noon at the
commemorative stone in Tavistock Square.

10 July (Sat) Oxford
Dominican Peace Action’s Assunta Kirwan
lecture will be given by Fr Timothy Radcliffe
OP, 11 am at Blackfriars.

16-18 July (Fri-Sun) Leicestershire
Church and Peace and Anglican Pacifist
Fellowship Joint Conference at Launde Abbey,
East Norton.  Focus on Community, Nonviolent
Action, and the Gospel.  Information from:
deanna@menno.org.uk or 020 8340 8775.

6-7 August (Fri-Sat) Cologne, Germany
90th anniversary celebration of the founding of
the Fellowship of Reconciliation (in Cologne.)
German FoR will find accommodation;
participants must make their own travel
arrangements.  Details from Fellowship of
Reconciliation tel: 01832 720257 
or email: chair@for.org.uk

This article was written by Teresa Parker whilst
she served as an Ecumenical Accompanier with
the Ecumencial Accompaniment Programme in
Palestine and Israel. It is reproduced here with
the kind permission of Quaker Peace and Social
Witness and the World Council of Churches.

I never imagined that taking this photograph
would be possible.

It has been my privilege to accompany the
Israeli Peace Organisations. Consequently, I
have been able to enjoy many activities in
which both Palestinians and Israelis take part.

The clearest example of how this happens
came from the organisation of the
International Human Rights March.  This three-
week event, advertised worldwide, was
planned to start on December 19th, but it had
already been postponed twice.  I had heard
that there were considerable problems and I
assumed that they were logistical.  But then
Gila, from the Israeli Women’s Coalition for
Peace (WCP), said it was because the
Palestinian Jerusalem Women’s Centre (JWC)
didn’t feel able to take part in a joint activity
with Israelis at all.  The Israeli women were
deeply disappointed.

I don’t know who decided that there should
be a meeting between WPC and JWC, but Gila
asked that I attend.  I decided to sit tight and
‘hold them in the light’.  Big
misunderstandings on both sides became
visible.  Amneh from JWC was surprised that
the WCP felt so disappointed.  She explained
that her organisation had such a large
membership that it contained a very wide
spectrum of political viewpoints.  The JWC
could not alienate its own members by
agreeing to work with Israelis.  We thought
that was the end of it.

Following a rather long pause, Gila suddenly
exclaimed, "It’s O.K., we can do it separately.
It’s not a problem!"  She continued: "You
decide how the March happens in Palestine,
and then we’ll take over when they come into
Israel."  Amneh was thoughtful.  "But we just
can’t welcome Israeli women into Palestine,"
she sighed.  "I know," said Gila.  "You don’t
have to – only the international women."
Amneh said she would take this back to the
JWC.  I heard via e-mail that another meeting
had been booked.

As they made their separate plans, peace
broke out between them!  Information about
good hotels or coach companies was shared.
Itineraries were planned that satisfied all.
Prices were agreed to.  Meetings were arranged
at their respective offices instead of neutral
venues.  Problems were aired and solutions
arrived at.  It was all most impressive.  Nothing
derailed them.  A common understanding of
each other’s positions, needs and interests
developed.  They made jokes when they came
across obstacles!  I told them they were

wonderful and asked if I could take their
photograph together.  They agreed as if it were
no big deal.

As I write this (December 2003), we are
prepared to set off on the Peace March
tomorrow.  Working as an accompanier to
Israeli Peacemakers is an honour.  A young
Israeli woman, who had not felt able to join
them, said peacemakers are, at best,
considered politically naive or easily led,
often accused of collaboration and thought
dangerous within this highly militarised
society.  Gila has received death threats.
They are ridiculed in the press.  Many Israelis
say that they are against the occupation and
want peace but support the government’s
policies.  Only very few join the peace
organisations.

With all the difficulties mentioned here, those
Israelis that do join organisations striving for
peace appreciate encouragement and
recognition from outside of their own society.
This can be e-mailed to them via the WCP
website at www.coalitionofwomen4peace.org. 

Celebrating Peacemaking – Accompaniment in Israel

Diary

Copy date for the next Justpeace is 
24th March 2004



Reflection – How can I ever heal?

Pax Christi - Our Values
Pax Christi members live by the biblically inspired values of 
Peace, Reconciliation, Nonviolence.
These values are supported by the witness of peacemakers down
the ages and the experience of the Pax Christi community. 
Pax Christi is rooted in Catholic Christianity but is 
open to all who are in sympathy with its values and work.

Pax Christi, St Joseph’s, Watford Way, Hendon, London, NW4 4TY
Tel: 020 8203 4884 email: paxchristi@gn.apc.org www.paxchristi.org.uk

Please send me information on

Membership Publications Legacy

I enclose a donation of £__________ to support your work

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Tel: ____________________________________________________________________________

Return to Pax Christi, St Joseph’s, Watford Way,Hendon, London, NW4 4TY
Tel: 020 8203 4884  email: paxchristi@gn.apc.org  www.paxchristi.org.uk

I am sometimes asked why I keep returning to Israel and Palestine.  The
answer is simple.  My life was radically changed by my first visit.
Experiencing a sudden illumination as to what was actually happening
in the country, I was challenged to make decisions, choices and
irrevocable commitments.  Since 1992 four visits comprising a peace
walk, a Bedouin peace camp and a Bethlehem refugee camp
culminated in a simple solidarity visit.

The last three years of escalating violence, destruction and death bring
the fear that we re approaching a point of no return.  It seems that an
attempt to annihilate an entire nation is occurring before the eyes of
an almost silent world*

I take courage from the words of Professor Rotblat who, in 1999, spoke
of the "citizens of the world" who no longer perceive war to be a valid
option as a route to justice and true peace. **  Thus, I went to visit
Israel and Palestinian citizens to listen to them.

The women in Black in French Square, Jerusalem; "there is no life while
the Occupation exists."

Parents of children killed by violence; "better the pain of peace than
the agony of war."

The Jewish women returning from an Israeli/Palestinian visit to
Auschwitz; "in destroying others we destroy ourselves."  Minority
comments, but growing;  points of hopeful encounter.

With immensely creative assistance on all sides I travelled to Nablus to
visit my lately widowed friend.  I sat quietly while she told me her
story; checkpoint humiliations, arduous journey to Ramallah, failure of
hospital electricity, returning home too late to save her husband.  Her
quiet vow, "he died in his own country and so shall I." Nablus awaits the

wall.  Every future plan is encompassed by it.  The experience of living
only for today is intense.  The act of living is the truest act of
resistance I have ever known.

And so I return to Bethlehem.  First to my friend with whom I have
spent many hours.  The question she asks is profound and humbling,
"Liz, how can I ever heal?".

Finally, I enter Aida refugee camp, my home for a month in 2002.  Such
a welcome, sweet tea in abundance, shared memories, renewed bonds,
tears and laughter.  "And the wall?" Sudden silence… but a steadfast
response, "we continue to resist; we shall never leave."  Later that
evening, as I climb over the unfinished wall at Abu Dis  pray for this
land.  

These unrecognised citizens and their Israeli counterparts long for a
just peace and normality.  The cessation of violence   which is essential
can only be a political decision.  Our task is to work and pray
constantly for this.  Israeli human rights groups are challenging the
wall’s legality in the Israeli courts and in the International Court of
Justice.  We must lobby MPs and encourage them to visit, and we must
keep the world informed.  Let us maintain contact, protest all abuse
and support the unceasing efforts for dialogue, reconciliation and non-
violent resistance which has never ceased to exist in this land.

Liz Yates

* International Development Committee Report " Development
Assistance and the Occupied Palestinian Territories.  February 2004.
TSO

**The Hague Agenda for Peace and Justice for the 21st Century

Reports from the office

Looking for your help
Pax Christi is supporting the Aldermaston 2004 March organised by CND
and the Aldermaston Women’s Peace Camp, due to take place between
9th– 12thApril. The aim of the march, with its historic symbolism, is to
put pressure on the government to stop the expansion of Aldermaston,
withdraw its support from the US illegal policy of pre-emptive wars and
comply with the NPT.  We are looking for a Pax Christi
member/members who would be willing to co-ordinate a Pax Christi
presence for all or part of the march.  We would provide the large Pax
Christi banner, the rainbow Peace Flags and could put those interested
in taking part in  touch with a contact person. We could also put
information about meeting place etc on the website.  Might you be
willing and interested?  If so, please contact the office.

Keep Peace Alive
Last year Pax Christi received £16,556.12 from legacies.  Already this
year legacies totalling £15,200 have been received.  It is clear that
sometimes, those who have supported Pax Christi during their lifetime
wish their commitment to peace to live on after their death.  Donations
received from legacies allow Pax Christi to expand and develop

campaign projects and our education work.  In particular this year our
Middle East project has been developed as a result of the additional
financial security.

If you would like further information please contact the office for a
copy of the Pax Christi legacy leaflet.

Catholic Omnibus
Readers may be interested to know about a quarterly publication,
Catholic Omnibus, which is the newspaper produced by the National
Board of Catholic Women.  The paper includes reports from a number of
Catholic organisations together with Diocesan news and topical articles.
An article from Pax Christi is included with every edition, which is an
invaluable way for our message to reach beyond Members.  Omnibus
would be a useful and good value resource to have available in Parishes.
There is a range of prices starting at £20 per annum for 25 copies – to
£70 for 200 copies.  With deliveries for the 1st Sunday of
November/February/May/August copies can be ordered from: Andrea
Black, Gabriel Communications, 1st floor, St James’s Building, Oxford
St. Manchester MI 6FP. Tel: 0161 236 8856.

Keep peace alive. Remember Pax Christi when making or up-dating your will


