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Note
Esau and Jacob are reconciled
Esau and Jacob were the sons of Isaac.  Esau was the elder son and should have inherited his father’s wealth and position but Jacob cheated Esau out of his inheritance. When Isaac was old and had poor sight, Jacob wore Esau’s clothes and put pieces of goat skin on the backs of his hands to make them hairy, like Esau’s.  Isaac was deceived and gave Jacob the blessing that should have been Esau’s.  Esau wanted to kill him for this but Jacob went away to stay with his uncle Laban.  There Jacob became very rich.  Later, he decided to return to his father’s home, knowing he would have to face Esau there.
On the way he had a vision of God, with angels going up and down on a ladder. This encouraged him.  He sent Esau a present of camels and donkeys but when he saw that Esau was coming to meet him with 400 men Jacob was even more frightened.  In the end,  Esau welcomed Jacob back and embraced him: they were “reconciled” and made peace between them.  It is the one who was hurt who offered reconciliation. Underneath,  the title of the icon, “Christ is our Reconciliation” is written in Greek, Latin and Hebrew.
See Genesis: chapters 27,32,33

Note
The Heavenly Jerusalem
In the Book of Revelation, the writer describes a vision of a new heaven and a new earth - a new city of Jerusalem.  The city shone like a rare jewel and had a high wall with twelve gates.  It needed no Temple, as the earthly Jerusalem, because God himself was there, with Jesus.  The gates were never shut and the nations brought their glory and honour into the city: they were reconciled and at peace with each other. In the icon the risen Jesus is teaching the disciples the “Our Father”.  The message is about being able to have peace on earth, as in the heavenly Jerusalem. At the foot of the picture,  “Our Father” is written in the Aramaic language.  Aramaic was probably the language Jesus spoke and which lives on in the Aramaic Church.
See Revelation: chapter 21    and  Joel: chapter 4:16-17

Note
St Stephen
Stephen was a preacher in the early church and became the first Christian martyr.  He preached so well that his opponents were unable to defeat his arguments.  Instead, they took him to court and got false witnesses to say he was preaching against the laws that Moses had given them.  When defending himself  Stephen went through the whole history of the Jewish race showing them that it was they who had disobeyed Moses,  killed the prophets and finally murdered Jesus himself.  This made those who were trying Stephen in the court so furious that they “ground their teeth” at him.  Stephen finished his speech by claiming he could  see Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  At this they threw Stephen out of the city and stoned him.  Before he died Stephen cried out, “Lord do not hold them responsible for this”.
See Acts: chapter 7

Note
St Mary Magdalene
Mary Magdalene was one of the women who followed Jesus with the other disciples.  It was Mary who first saw Jesus after his resurrection.  Jesus  told her to go and tell the other disciples that he was alive but they refused to believe her because she was  a woman. She was the first person to proclaim the resurrection  of Jesus.
See Luke: chapter 8: 2 and Mark chapter 16:9

Note
Saints Boris and Gleb
These are two saints well known among Eastern Orthodox Christians.  Boris and Gleb were the sons of St Vladimir of Russia.  Their older brother wanted the land their father had given them, so he set out to kill them. They refused to take up weapons to defend themselves because they believed that, as  Christians, they should not take up arms to kill others.

Note
St Sofia and her daughters
Sofia is also a saint of the Eastern church. She was a Christian widow, living in Rome with her daughters: Hope, Love and Faith - from left to right in the picture. The Emperor Hadrian commanded them to be sacrificed to the goddess Artemis, because they were Christians. They were tortured and beheaded and  are martyrs who are seen to have shown great faith.

Note
St Francis
In the middle of the Icon, left and right are the two saints who are well known wells of inspiration for the peace movement: St. Francis  and St. Clare . He lived  at the time of the Crusades, the aim of which  was to recapture Jerusalem from the Moslems who ruled there at the time.  Francis took no part in the fighting and instead spoke respectfully to the Muslims, respecting their beliefs. The simplicity of the road he walked can, even today, be an example to those who want to meet Muslims of today as friends and not as enemies.

Note
St Clare
Clare lived at the same time as Francis and was dedicated to the poor. It has been the great merit of St Clare that she, by example of her life, has been essential in passing on the spirituality of St Francis. She created a radical community of women, the “Poor Clares,” whose lives are dedicated to equality, service to others and peace.

Note
Sarah & Isaac and Hagar & Ishmael
God had promised Abraham that he would be the father of a great race.  Abraham and his wife, Sarah, doubted the promise because when they were old they still didn’t have a child.  Sarah suggested that Abraham should have a child by her slave-girl, Hagar, hoping that the child would be treated as hers, but Hagar looked down on her for being childless.  Sarah treated Hagar badly and she ran away when she was pregnant.  Sometime later,  God told Hagar to return to her mistress, promising her that her son,  Ishmael, would also be the father of a great race.  Later Abraham and Sarah did have a child, Isaac. Sarah and Hagar were never reconciled.  Both the Jewish and Moslem people claim to be descended from Abraham through  his son’s Isaac and Ishmael. 
See Genesis: chapters 16 to 21.
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Note
The Syro-Phoenician woman
This was another woman with whom Jesus argued.  She was a Gentile, that is not a Jew, so when she asked Jesus to cure her daughter he said, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs”. .  She said, “Yes Lord, but even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs”.  She was courageous in challenging the accepted idea that one group of people, the Jews,  was more important than another, the Gentiles.  Jesus healed the woman’s daughter and the next time we hear of him he was in Gentile country west of the Sea of Galilee.  Healing the differences between people needs both to be prepared to listen and learn from each other.
See Mark: chapter 7: 24-30.  

Note
the Samaritan woman
It was unheard of that a Jewish teacher would speak with a woman, or with Samaritans, who were despised by the Jews.  Here Jesus was talking with a Samaritan woman . shocking the bystanders.  Jesus started by asking the woman for a drink from the well.  He talked about the water that he could give her, that would lead to eternal life.  They talked about where they should worship and Jesus said that what mattered was worshipping “in spirit and in truth”.  Jesus was making contact with someone of a different tradition, crossing the boundaries and showing that no-one is excluded.
See John: chapter 4: 1-42 

Note
The Pax Christi Peace Icon

Background
The idea of the Pax Christi International Icon comes from the work for peace and reconciliation  in the Middle East and the exposure programmes in Egypt, Israel, Lebanon and Palestine.
The Peace Icon for Pax Christi was painted in the monastery of  ‘St John in the Desert’,  near Jerusalem and was given to the movement on July 1st 1999 in the city of Jerusalem.
The Icon presents Christ, the source of reconciliation, the source of liberation and peace and symbolises the vital connections of the Eastern and Western Christian traditions in the Peace of Christ.
The Icon has two central pictures.  At the top Esau and Jacob who are seen embracing and standing on a sword at the time of their reconciliation. At the foot of the picture the title of the Icon, “ Christ our Reconciliation” is written in Greek. Latin and Hebrew.
Underneath, the risen Jesus is teaching the Our Father to the disciples in the heavenly Jerusalem. At the foot of this, the words of the Our Father are written in Aramaic the language which Jesus is thought to have spoken.
Other pictures show the biblical stories of Sarah and Isaac, Hagar and Ishmael, the woman at the well and the Syro-Phoenician woman.  The saints include: Mary Magdalene, St Sophia, St Clare, Sts Boris and Gleb, St Stephen and St Francis

Icons
In the Eastern Christian tradition an icon is the visible image of the Divine.  The iconographer, who creates the icon, is instrumental in bringing about the spiritual process.  The icon is the meeting of heaven and earth.
The production  of the icon includes times of prayer and fasting, and requires a knowledge of the codes of canon law, of both Eastern and Western traditions, knowledge of the church’s long tradition of iconography and a familiarity with the traditions of the ecumenical councils.
The tradition of icon painting assumes that three people are present: the person in the icon, the painter and the viewer. The subject of an icon is not original.  When the iconographer has decided who he is to paint he will find earlier depictions and will follow the tradition in his composition and style.
For Byzantine Christians, both Orthodox and Catholic , icons play a central and vital part of their religious life.  The icon follows the way God has created the world from darkness in the beginning to light in the end.  The icon is written from the darkest parts to the lightest ones.  When the icon is finished, a window to heaven is revealed.


O Risen Christ,

You breathe your Holy Spirit on us
and you tell us: ‘Peace be yours’.
Opening ourselves to your peace -
letting it penetrate the harsh and
rocky ground of our hearts -
means preparing ourselves to be
bearers of reconciliation
wherever you may place us.

But you know that at times

we are at a loss.

So come and lead us

to wait in silence,

to let a ray of hope shine forth

in our world.

Brother Roger, Taizé

This icon, ‘Christ is our Reconciliation’
was made for Pax Christi International at
the Monastery of St John in the Desert,
near Jerusalem. Further information:
www.paxchristi.net/symbols

Pax Christi, St Joseph’s, Watford Way,
London NW4 4TY
www.paxchristi.org.uk

(Additional copies £2.50 per 50)



Prions en paix le Seigneur:

Pére saint, en ton Fils Jésus-Christ, tu as
donné a toutes les créatures le salut et
le pardon, la rédemption et la paix.
Regarde-nous que tu as consacrés

au nom de ton Fils Unique,

afin que dans un monde souvent agité et
violent, nous soyons porteurs de la
bonne nouvelle aux pauvres, messagers
de miséricorde et de réconciliation.

Que ta parole nous enseigne a étre de
batisseurs de paix pour que la civilisation
de ’amour porte témoignage du
Royaume qui est et qui vient par le
Christ notre Seigneur.

(Pax Christi France)

Cette icone, 'le Christ est notre Réconciliation'
a été fait pour Pax Christi International au
Monasteére Saint Jean dans le Désert, pres de
Jérusalem. Pour d'autres informations:
www.paxchristi.net/symbols

Pax Christi International
Vieux Marché aux Grains 21
1000 Bruxelles, Belgique
hello@paxchristi.net





